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Welcome to the first issue of the “Prairie Tech Post”, an industry publication for those companies, individuals, 
and fleets engaged in or interested in the conversion of sleeper trucks to day cabs and vocational trucks.  As the 
industry leader in the design, manufacture, and conversion of sleeper tractors, Prairie Technology will publish a 
newsletter bringing topical information and practical technical advice to our customers. 

It is our hope that this publication will serve as a practical resource for those individuals who are either starting 
or active in the business.  There is a great deal of information and technical expertise available that we intend to 
compile and share with our customers in this rapidly growing industry.  There are pitfalls to avoid and best 
practices to adopt if you are to be successful when doing day cab conversions. 

Prairie Technology was the first to introduce an after market day cab kit to the industry more than a decade ago.  
Twelve years later and with thousands of kits and conversions completed, we are the undisputed industry leader 
in innovation and design of new products as well as enhanced older ones.  Stay tuned for more exciting and 
informative material in the months ahead. 



	  

Prairie Technology is the undisputed leader in research and development for the vocational and day cab 
conversion market.  Recognizing market trends and acting upon suggestions from our customers, our design team 
has several projects on the drawing board and fabrication table for release in the near future. 

The F r e i g h t l i n e r  C a s c a d i a  conversion kit has been one of our most ambitious projects.  The cab is the 
largest in terms of roof and back panel that we have ever designed and manufactured.  We incorporated a complex 
aluminum super structure into the back panel for rigidity, strength, and safety.  The sleek new roof adopts the 
aerodynamics of the truck design while incorporating a signature Prairie Tech look.  Call Tracy or Dave for pricing 
and information. 

We will be converting our first M a c k  s l e e p e r s  as this newsletter goes to press.  Recent interest in converting 
the Vision and Pinnacle models has propelled this project to the top of the priority list.  Our back panel is complete 
and we are finalizing the hardware package and the suspension system.  The Mack kit will be available for sale 
soon and will have the physical integrity and design qualities found in our other Prairie Tech conversion packages. 

We are just beginning the R&D work on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r o s t a r .  This aerodynamic model from 
Navistar has been enthusiastically embraced by owner operators as well as fleets.  We anticipate a standard 
“stretch” conversion as well as a 24 inch berth for those applications needing additional cab storage or a small 
sleeper compartment.  Look for more information in the future as we roll out another Prairie Tech  
day cab conversion kit. 

 

Welcome to our first edition of the Prairie Tech Post.  With this first installment of my column, I would like to give 
you some insight into my world including my family history as well as my personal and business philosophy.  Future 
columns will be dedicated to topics of interest and concern including business practices, the direction of our great 
nation, and the importance of faith in our lives and those around us. 

My parents met at Mitchel Field in Long Island, NY.  My father was a crew chief in the Army Air Corps and my 
mother was an aircraft engine mechanic.  They married and moved to Ashton, SD where they farmed and raised a 
family.  As children of the Great Depression, they instilled life values in me which included hard work, faith in God, 
and a “can do” attitude.  My technical ability, imagination, and sense of humor were formed in this environment.  As 
my father Charlie often told me “If you over build something, no one will know.  But if you under build it, everyone 
will know.”  My mother, Mary Lou believed “Always do your best and you will never go hungry.” 

In 1984 I met and married Wanda Johnsen who was raised on a farm near Wessington, SD.  We farmed while I 
drove truck and Wanda taught elementary school.  We struggled as we raised our young family but never gave up.  
Without Wanda’s support and daily encouragement, I don’t know how we would have made it through those tough 
times.  We founded Prairie Technology twelve years ago based upon the core principles of common sense, design 
excellence, value, and faith in God.  The company has grown beyond our wildest dreams. 

I am truly grateful for the business and personal relationships we have developed over the past few years with our 
customers and vendors.  Our managers and technicians are highly dedicated and loyal employees who have 
embraced our core business values.  We are so blessed to live in a country that  rewards entrepreneurship, 
dedication, and hard work.  I look forward to the challenges and opportunities to develop and refine new products 
and services to meet the evolving needs of our customers in the months and years ahead. 

 

 

by B i l l  O s m a n , Founder 



With some OEM suppliers experiencing significant delays with parts coupled with continued price escalations, 
Prairie Technology has identified some opportunities to manufacture after market parts for some common 
applications.  Utilizing our design and fiberglass manufacturing expertise, we have created a number of parts which 
are now available for sale to our customers. 

We have produced q u a r t e r  f e n d e r s  for some time for IHC “I” series, Freightliner Century and Columbia, and 
Peterbilt 379 and 387 models.  We also offer a full fender for pusher axles and rear tandems.  These fiberglass fenders 
are reinforced with Cormat to resist cracking.  They come ready to paint with all applicable hardware. 

We have just released a f a n  s h r o u d  for the 3 7 9  P e t e r b i l t .  This reinforced fiberglass part has been reviewed 
and tested by some large Peterbilt dealer groups and has been found to surpass any other available fan shroud on the 
market today.  Significant time and care was paid to enhancing the structural integrity to resist cracking and 
breaking.   It is very competitively priced and is available for sale now.  

We expect to have a S t e r l i n g  d o o r  available within the next 30 days.  The door is designed with a significant 
steel superstructure to address the well documented stress points at the hinge and “B” pillar.  The availability of 
Sterling parts continues to be a challenging issue for body shops, dealers, and end users.  We anticipate other parts to 
be available soon.   Check with us for pricing and availability. 

 

 

After several months of research, design, and editorial review, 
Prairie Technology launched a new and vastly improved 
website at www.customdaycab.com. With design and technical 
assistance from Gage eServices, the new site offers visitors a 
navigable tool to review the many products and services 
available from Prairie Tech.  From a complete list of conversion 
kits, historical background, current research and development 
efforts, and available retail inventory, the web site provides an 
excellent resource for truck owners and users to look at day cab 
conversion options for current or future equipment. 

With the company motto of “S u c c e s s  b y  D e s i g n ” in 
mind, the new site delivers valuable company and product 
information to our customers and others in the market place.,  If 
you have not already visited www.customdaycab.com, we 
encourage you to do so to see a complete list of products and 
services available from Prairie Technology. 

 	  



	  

Utilizing a unique business plan, Prairie Technology founder Bill Osman planned and built a new shop in a rural 
South Dakota town of less than 150 people.  The result has been the construction of a new steel building hosting a 
day cab shop and fiberglass facility.   The new operation opened for business in early January and is already 
converting trucks and manufacturing fiberglass parts. 

“I was born and raised in this rural part of South Dakota and farmed here for nearly 15 years”, said Osman recently.  
“My wife taught in the Conde school for several years before it was closed due to consolidation.  We felt that taking 
the risk to build in such a small town was far outweighed by the benefits of lower operating costs and the hard work 
ethic of these South Dakotans living in the heartland.”  

Today the facility has five people ( the largest employer in town) in the 3200 square foot facility.  The shop boasts a 
large area for parts fabrication, truck conversions, an office, break room, restrooms, and storage.  A state of the art 
geothermal system heats and cools this “green” building.  Two large overhead doors provide easy truck access into 
the building. 

“We want to set an example to other employers throughout South Dakota and the nation that small town America 
is an excellent place to do business”, says Osman.  “It is a great place to build a business, make a home, and raise a 
family.  Just watch us grow!” 

 

Aamanda Diltz, an integral party of our Prairie Tech family, 
died tragically in an automobile accident on Friday, November 
25th, near Lennox, South Dakota.  Aamanda was in charge of our 
shipping and receiving department for three years and 
personally knew many of our customers and vendors . 

Aamanda was a beautiful young woman with a heart of gold.  
Her good natured and fun loving personality was contagious 
and she energized everyone she came into contact with on a 
daily basis.  She worked tirelessly to make sure we could meet 
our customer’s needs for conversion kits and parts in a timely and 
professional manner. 

We are so grateful for the time we knew and worked with her.  
We are confident that through the grace of our lord Jesus Christ 
she will live with her savior in heaven for eternity.  Along with 
her husband Gary and all her friends and family, we will miss 
her very much. 	  

A a m a n d a  D i l t z  


